
 

weeks/months and many coming 

direct from continental Europe. 

Many of these have used Oban 

to arrive and then transit to a 

cruise ship in Oban. There are 

also some ongoing 

developments which will 

hopefully be a welcome addition 

to Oban Airport but more on 

this in the next issue.  

Finally it was really great to 

receive yet another award in my 

tenure as Station Manager from 

the Local High School for our 

contribution to helping develop 

the young work experience 

people that have over the years 

been coming to the airport. The 

latest of these is Cameron Allen 

and his passion for aviation has 

meant we were able to send him 

on a Meteorological Observers 

Course in Aberdeen. The 

fundraising has been done and 

he is now all set.  

Hello Readers! This newsletter 

has taken a while to compile 

because some of the challenges 

we have faced so far this year 

have been nothing short of 

exceptional. First and foremost, 

the most devastating news came 

in April when we lost a great 

Crew Commander, family man 

and great friend to us all. 
Graeme was taken from us by 

that dreaded illness, the big C. 

His presence was such that it left 

a huge hole in the airport and 

everyone has been hit in some 

way. I first met Graeme when I 

came to Oban back in 2007 and 

once we met, it was obvious we 

were going to be pals. A sad loss 

that I still think about every day. 

This was not the only bit of news 

to affect the airport. In May, the 

air service was reduced as a 

temporary interim one was put 

together as the PSO (Public 

Service Obligation) had to be re-

tendered due to a cut in funding. 

At time of writing this, the PSO 

has still not been awarded 

however it looks increasingly like 

the service will continue in its 

current format. Very 

disappointing for all concerned. 

However who knows what the 

future will bring.  

The third problem is the future 

of provision for Rescue and 

Fire Fighting Services on the 

Isles of Coll and Colonsay. 

Meetings between Scottish Fire 

Service and Argyll and Bute 

Council have been positive in 

general and it is hoped that this 

will also be overcome. The Isle 

of Colonsay is however 
suffering from a lack of 

potential recruits. We hope 

this changes for the benefit of 

the community. 

Due to the ongoing issues and 

problems yet unresolved 

including staffing, but mostly 

because of the lack of a 

centerpiece display for the 

open day, we also had to 

cancel that. 

Its not all doom and gloom 

though as we have received 

many visitors over the last few 

And the challenges keep coming! 

If you snooze - you lose 

Aviation has historically been a very 

competitive business as researchers, 

designers and manufacturers all try to 

get the next best thing on the 

production line as quick as possible to 

woo the crowds and make the sales. 

Of course, like the story of the turtle 

and the hare, it doesn’t always work 

out for the ones first off the blocks. 

People may recall the story of the 
Comet aircraft. First flown in 1949, it 

became the worlds first commercial 

airliner and was predicted to outsell 

any previous aircraft and used the 
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world over. Unfortunately a number of accidents grounded 

the aircraft long enough to allow Boeing to realise the 

problem and produce the 707. Shortly afterwards, more 

competition came from the DC8 and the VC10. currently 

the drive is produce aircraft with less dependency on fossil 

fuels and this has lead to trials with Bio-fuels and of course 

electrically operated aircraft. Early signs are very positive 

and this was a feature of this years Paris Air Show as 

exhibiters were keen to show their credentials as an eco-

friendly aviation provider. Of course this is just the start and 
already a US airline has signed up for orders of the first 

aircraft which it is estimated will be fully operational by 

2022.  And the race is on……….. 
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A typical view over a 
favourite European 
holiday destination. 

determined that the maximum 

weight of an aircraft using 

indemnity shall remain at 

2730kg. So what has changed? 

Well the insurance 

requirements are one small 

change in that as long as the 

insurance adheres to the EC 

regulation  785/2004 and is in 

date, then the need for 
aircraft to have £2m has been 

relaxed. We have also 

changed the policy on the 

details of insurance. We 

The indemnity process has 

recently changed here at Oban 

and The Isles Airports. The 

procedure is similar in that we 

require a form to be 

completed and signed by the 

applicant. The signature is the 

aircraft operators acceptance 

of the terms and conditions of 

use including the non-
commercial activity aspect. 

Regardless of the Air 

Navigation Order, the 

Aerodrome License holder has 

realise that many aircraft 

operators insure the aircraft 

through their business 

however not operating it on a 

commercial basis. With that 

in mind, we simply stress the 

T&C’s for which the applicant 

is signing. We hope this will 

be a welcome step toward 

making it easier to apply for 
the indemnity. Applicants are 

reminded that we are not 

part of the HIAL group who 

operate differently. 

Changes to the Indemnity at Oban & The Isles Airports 

Sharing the skies 

more likely to meet.  
Oban Airport has the unfortunate location where 

Gulls in particular have a ready available food source 

on the beach. When the tide goes out, the birds 

gather up the shellfish and begin to drop them from 

a height over the airport hard standing to break 

them open and get the goodies inside. Scaring them 

away we use a variety of tactics including rockets 

and a device known as the Bangalore. This device 

can be set up and will randomly fire a loud bang or 

two which will scare the birds away. The birds are 

more prevalent during May/Jun due to the sand fly 

larvae which also provides a feast. If you are unlucky 

enough to be standing out on the Apron/Ramp when 

it fires, it can make you jump a bit. The airport will 

endeavor to inform but as the device fires 

Randomly, its always good to be on your guard.  

Look for the device in a coned off area. 

The skies in and around the airports on 

the west coast are a great place to view 

wild birds such as the Sea Eagle, Eurasian 

Oystercatchers, Various Gulls as well as 

migratory species. Whilst some of these 

are majestic and its great to see them 

especially in flight, they can be a real 

hazard to aircraft. 
As most sea birds are traditionally 

sighted at heights of between 0 and 50m 

(up to about 150ft) and with most 

aircraft cruising way above that, you 

would be forgiven for thinking they 

should be well away from each other. 

Well the highest recorded bird sighting 

was a vulture at about 37,000 feet but 

more importantly, its when an aircraft is 

taking off or landing that the two are 
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As everyone has different ideas of 

entertainment, airlines are offering up 

lots of options to keep the passenger 

experience at the forefront of their 

operations. So what do people like? 

Back in the ‘package holiday’ days, the 

seat back held magazines to get you in 

the mood and of course reading them 

would take about enough time to pass 

the flight to most holiday destinations. 

So what has changed since then - well 

the magazines are still there but you 

don’t get to take them now - I think. 

Mostly they now contain adverts and 

offers with a few articles but how many 

still read them? Medium and Long haul 

have upgraded by having the latest 

technology including seat back 

touchscreen units with films, games and 

tv shows. Some people may choose to simply 

sit back and listen to music but you can do that 

too with the seat back tech. So why is this not 

on flights to Europe which are typically a couple 

of hours or more to the sunshine spots. Is it 

because of the need to get the in flight service 

done? Of course you could just check out the 

views from the windows if you’re lucky enough 

to get a window seat and a view. Some airlines 

have now also invested in WiFi inflight so does 

that mean the seatback option is on the way 

out and everyone just takes their own tablet. 

Imagine sitting next to someone who is on the 

phone all the time…..Some aircraft are already 

equipped with a USB charging port. And what 

about our little scheduled service in the Islander 

- with flights of around half an hour, I guess that 

would just be enough time to read this 

newsletter - or not. 

In Flight Entertainment 

Birds are ever 

present in and 

around our airports 

AIRPORTS 
INDEMNITY 



A great deal of effort and 

work has been undertaken to 

get our last crop of recruits to 

be qualified as AFISO however 

since the last newsletter, I can 

confirm that all the crew 

members are now qualified 

AFISO. Some have had a 

baptism of fire lately with 

some very encouraging 
numbers of flyers to the 

airport. They have 

demonstrated that their 

awareness and the passing of 

information has been second 

to none.  

It can sometimes be a difficult 

task when you have aircraft 

with radio problems, aircraft 

operators who are hard to 

understand (sometimes due  

to accents or languages) but 

all have done well. Under the 

stewardship of Erik Hadley, 

SAFISO, I am expecting to see 

some changes which will give 

the staff even more scenarios 

to get their ‘teeth into’ and I 
look forward to this. For 

those who wish to see the 

operations in the VCR (Visual 

Control Room), a visit can be 

arranged during some quieter 

moments however, we do 

occasionally receive requests 

for phone calls to be 

transferred to the tower. 

This will not normally 

happen as the bulk of most 

requests can be dealt with by 

staff in the ops room or at 

reception. This includes 

things like asking for weather 

information, times of 

operation etc. 

Fully qualified MET observers 
are a bit thin on the ground 

at present however that is 

one of the next challenges to 

overcome. A little bit more 

about the MET facilities and 

observations in a later 

article. 

Airport Receives 

another award 

Oban Airport was pleased to 

receive another award last 

month (June). This was given 

by the High School in 

recognition of the assistance 

given to students through 

work experience 

placements. It has always 

been the desire to help 

young people into aviation 

where possible and this 

airport is proud to have 

helped and will continue to 

do so. 

Breaking News PSO 

We have received news that 

the PSO has been awarded to 

Hebridean Air Services for the 

next 4 years. Congratulations 

to all and well done. We also 

believe that the service will be 

in the same format as the 

current interim service which 

means a reduction in the 

number of flights per week 

however, only a sustained 

increase in demand is likely to 

change that. We shall see 

what happens…. 

Fundraising 

Our latest work experience 

youth, Cameron Allen has 

been given the opportunity 

to attend a MET Observers 

course in Aberdeen thanks 

to StormGEO. Cameron 

starts his course in August 

and a fundraiser was 

organised to help pay the 

accommodation costs. A 
target of £1000 was easily 

reached with the current 

total sum of £1700 last 

reported. Good luck 

Cameron 

View from the Tower 

News in Brief 

Roles within an Airport 

 Air Traffic Services (ATS) 

 Rescue and Fire Fighting 

 Security 

 Wildlife Hazard Management 

 Baggage Handling 

 Ramp Agent 

 Ground Operations 

 Assistance 

 Cleaners 

There are many roles 

associated with aviation but 

this article will focus on the 

Airport aspect. Who works at 

the airport and what roles are 

available. When you see the 

list opposite, ask yourself a 

question - what school 

education would be required 

for these? That may give an 
insight as to what studies are 

important to get into this fast 

paced environment.  

The smaller the airport, the 

more roles are done by the 

same staff…… 
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Electronic Conspicuity 
 

As the CAA has relaxed some 

rules on the use of these 

devices, it now makes it easier 

to not just ‘see and avoid’ but 

to ‘see, be seen, and avoid’ 

which can surely only be a 

good thing. Devices can retail 

from as low as £250 and that 

will allow aircraft flights to be 

tracked. This would help to 

eliminate some of the overdue 

actions carried out due to the 

occasional ‘sight seeing 

detours’. Maybe install into 

Drones too? 

 Meteorology Officer 

 Fuel Supplier 

 Car Parking/Bus Driver transfer 

 Engineering / inc ATS 

 Freight Handling 

 Terminal Services 

 Check in 

 Information / Administration 

 IT  

Many other 
roles are 
available at 

larger airports 
and many are 
linked to other 
employers such 
as retail etc. 
Did we miss 
anyone out - let 
us know what 
you think. 



Some time ago I often wondered 

when a chartered aircraft comes into 

Oban to drop of passengers, why 

does it fly out empty? I think if the 

aircraft is jetting off to another 

destination anyway, it would make 

sense to sell the empty leg. It would 

appear that I am not alone thinking 

this however it is still not widely 

known or published. Having looked 
online at sites like Jetsmarter and 

Privatfly (to name just 2), you can find 

empty leg seats being sold at a 

fraction of the cost but the problem 

is - its mostly in the US (Privatefly 

offer price on whole aircraft not seats 

alone). As an example, my recent 

search discovered I could fly on 5th 

July from New York to Pittsburgh in a 

Hawker 400XP for just $180 per seat 

as it was an empty leg. I appreciate that 

there may be a membership fee and 

annual costs of joining this club which may 

put people off (not sure how much as I 

never got that far). A look on Jet-logic 

website reveals that you can see how 

many empty legs are available and many in 

Europe. In order to book these you will 

have to send a request for information at 

which point you will probably be given 
details of price etc. I never got that far as 

I am a bit cautious with my details….. 

Perhaps a more cost effective way to go 

would be to use Wingly. There is an app 

for this but as I understand it, current use 

is more for the pilots that offer this flight 

sharing experience. If you look online 

though, you will find a number of pilots 

offering very reasonable rates to cost 

share the flight and there are details 

about the types of flights they do. 

Starting quite low at about £40, you 

may find just the thing you are looking 

for. They also operate in Scotland 

however the numbers taking part are 

relatively small. Unfortunately, 

nobody is operating from Oban yet 

but maybe someone from our Flying 

Clubs might look at doing something 
since we lost a flight training school 

and scenic flight operator last year. 

Scenic flights are still a possibility from 

Oban but you will need to speak to 

our current operator Hebridean Air 

Services direct for this. Either way, I 

wouldn’t mind a nice little trip in a 

private Jet at some point…... 

Ever Heard of Wingly? 

Page 4 

In Memory of our good friend, Crew Commander Graeme 

McCracken who sadly passed away in April this year. RIP old mate 

Enjoying an early 

morning brew on the 

Costa Brava. A team 

of 5 went out to 

sample some of the 

hospitality that all 

inclusive brings….. 

Graeme on the VR Headset 

Here we can see one of 

Graeme’s many talents being 

put to use as we repair a 

damaged drain on the main 

apron. Graeme is the one with 

his arm in the pit as I take the 

photo….Not sure what the 

others were doing….. 

Stand Down - Your shift is done 
The Memorial Garden takes shape  

(with thanks to Connel Flying Club for their kind Donation) 



 

At this time of year, many of 

us are looking to head for 

some sun, sand and sea…. I 

know that my ideal beach 

would have miles of golden 

sand with a tropical feel, a few 

bars (tiki bars) and turquoise 

clear water with palm trees 

providing some natural shade. 

A few beach vendors to sell 
their wares and listen to some 

classic surfin tunes….. Oh 

well. Back to the here and 

now. Take a look at the 

beaches on offer on Coll and 

Colonsay ……… this might 

just do the trick - Fabulous 

and quiet - now where’s the 

cooler? 

wind),  a Ceilometer (cloud heights direct 

above) as well as sensors for temperature 

and dew points. As well as this array of 

equipment, the VCR is equipped with 

some back-up systems in case of failure 

and the standby generator provides back-

up power if needed. 

The computerized display will give the 

current METAR (for the equipment 

reading only) and the 10min, and 2min 
averages. Actual Observations are 

conducted by qualified Observers to fill in 

the remaining details and these are then 

submitted via NATS to the MET Office 

who then produce forecasts. 

Aviation Meteorology is of great 

importance to all aircraft operators 

but I would probably say it is even 

more significant on the West Coast 

due to the ever changing weather. It 

has been known to have all 4 seasons 

in one day, and the wind doing a 

complete 360 at surface level. It is 

therefore important to have 

technology provide us with some of 

the information we can pass on to 

aircraft operators. Our systems are 

provided by Viasala, who have been 

doing this sort of work for some 

time now and our systems include 

Pressure sensors, Anemometers (for 

Life’s a Beach 

Storm detection - a useful tool indeed 

at the airport. The system can 

pick up lightning strikes within a 

250km radius and active thunder 

cells to predict their movements 

up to an hour in advance. The 

data is sent via the internet to a 

server in Germany. 

On Saturday 29th June between 

10am and 5pm, it recorded over 

7700 lightning strikes and 45 
active cells. Oban Airport was 

chosen along with Stornoway 

and Donegal Airports to host the 

detectors. This helps cover all of 

the West Coast of Scotland. 

Back in early 2018, Oban 

Airport was contacted by a 

company called Nowcast from 

Germany with the possibility 

of hosting a lightning detector. 

It would appear that we are 

right in the middle of a 250km 

grid which they had no 

coverage. A certain number of 

tests had to be carried out in 
order to make sure the 

location at Oban Airport was 

suitable. 

In April this year, technicians 

from Nowcast travelled from 

Germany to install the system 
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Article by Murray MacGregor 

MET Services at Oban Airport 



North Connel 
Argyll 
PA37 1SW 

Phone: 01631 572910 
E-obanairport@argyll-bute.gov.uk 

How well did you do in the last newsletter quiz? The answers are 

below but for this next quiz you may need to do some research. We 

will use the anniversary of the moon landing as our topic - good luck 

OBAN AIRPORT 

The Newsletter has been produced to keep people informed about the airports and aviation in gen-

eral. It has been produced using pictures and logos that are either freely distributable or with the 

owners permission. Readers may submit articles to the editor as long as they meet these principles. 

The information contained within is current as of the date it was published. Some of the articles may 

include opinions that belong to its author and may not necessarily reflect the full opinions of any 

organization. We hope you enjoy this and please feel free to get in touch with any comments or 

items for inclusion in next newsletter. 

And Finally 

Airbridge to the Isles 

Follow us on 

the following 

social media 

sites as well as 

our own 

Website 

Need somewhere 

to hold a meeting 

up to 10 people? 

 
Need some Fire 

Extinguisher, 

Responsible Person 

Training or 

Bespoke Fire 

Training? 

 
Want to do some 

filming 

 
Why not call us to 

discuss these needs 

today? 

Did you manage to unscramble the aircraft manufacturers names? Here are the answers below. 

 

 NIGBEO  

 

BOEING 

STUPILA  

 

PILATUS 

RREMBAE 

 

EMBRAER  

HKEAWR  

 

HAWKER 

SUBRIA  

 

AIRBUS 

RCFTAEEBHC  

 

BEECHCRAFT 

LDUTSAAS  

 

DASSAULT 

DNOEIRR 

  

DORNIER 

REPPI  

 

PIPER 

UISRCR 

 

CIRRUS  

ORKSIYSK  

 

SIKORSKY 

HCOEKDEL  

 

LOCKHEED 

SNACES  

 

CESSNA 

BAERRMDBOI  

 

BOMBARDIER 

GAOIIGP 

 

PIAGGIO  

VTOANON  

 

ANTONOV 

And so the quiz for this newsletter is based on the anniversary of those pioneering space 

adventurers who landed on the moon 50 years ago. See how you get on….. 

1. Many will recall the names of Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin but what was the name of 

the 3rd crew member of Apollo 11 who didn't step onto the moon? 

2. How many Apollo missions were there in total? 

3. Which Apollo mission famously quoted “Houston - we have a problem” 

4. There were 2 Space shuttle missions that ended in disaster what were the names of the 

space shuttles? 

5. Which Apollo mission killed all 3 crew members without leaving the ground? 

6. Including Apollo 11, how many missions landed crews on the moon? 

7. What was the name of the Rocket that propelled the crew of Apollo 11? 

8. What was the name of the first man in space? 


