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Welcome to the last newsletter
for 2018. As we prepare for the
festivities that this time of year
brings, it is always a good time to
reflect on what has occurred
over the past year and start
planning for the next. Here at
Oban and The Isles Airports, its
been a bit of a mixed bag really
full of ups and downs (no pun
intended). We were
commemorating the anniversary
of the Great War, the 100th
birthday of the Royal Air Force
(the oldest Air Force in the
world), the 10th anniversary of
scheduled flights from Oban, and
I became a Grandfather…
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We once again had lots of
interesting aircraft come to visit
us and some returning friends
who have been coming for many
years. The Flying club built an
extension to their hangar to
welcome additional club
members and I saw my eldest
daughter get married…..

visitors got to see the
wonderful sights of the
Scottish West Coast from
above, the last couple of years
saw the company change
ownership, had some technical
problems with an aircraft and
eventually had to call it a day.
So what have we got coming
up in 2019 …… we are
looking forward to the renewal
of the Public Service Obligation
(PSO), we have an Open day
planned for the 27th July 2019,
and we are still pushing to get
other routes. Some additional
airport developments are also
in the pipeline which will
hopefully be attractive to
aircraft operators visiting us
and we are looking at engaging
even more with our local

communities. Of course we are
keeping an eye on the unfolding
events across Europe and indeed
the rest of the world however,
we will be taking on every
challenge that comes our way
with positivity and
determination. We will continue
to adapt to the changing face of
aviation and the budgetary
constraints that affect us all.
All in all, we are confident that
the New Year will be met with
the same team spirit,
cooperation, goodwill and
customer service that has grown
over the years and with that, we
would like to wish all our friends
a Very Merry Christmas and a
Happy and Prosperous New
Year

Of course there were some
things that hit us, most notably
the liquidation of Fly Scenic
Scotland. After a successful few
years where many of the pilots
went on to fly for big commercial
airlines, some local flyers gained
their pilots licence, and many

Hacks and Cracks
It seems these days that you cant get
through a month of news without
hearing about some big business losing
data because of a security breach. Its
then followed by how much personal
information may have been stolen etc.
and finally followed up with a fine for
the company for not protecting its
customers properly. Some airlines
have been involved in this and the
fines have been significant however is this fair? Many of us have been
hacked at some point whether its
your social media accounts or

something even more terrifying but you didn’t chose to be
hacked. As much as IT companies try to prevent it, the
hackers always seem to find a way around eventually. I have
so many passwords now that I simply cant remember them
all and its so easy to pay for things these days. I have had
blackmail emails, fraudulent emails claiming to be from a
reputable company, offers of money back from the inland
revenue (its true) and many more. If you believe that some
countries are also conducting this type of activity, it does
make you worry. For those who subscribe to this
newsletter, I can promise you that we never give out your
emails to anyone and we don’t require any other
information. If you suspect anything, question it, seek advice
but most importantly, stay safe and protected.
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Weather you should come
One of the biggest concerns that plagues
the West Coast is the ever changeable
weather conditions. Reporting of weather
has become so much better over the last
25yrs with the advent of improved
communication networks and improved
forecasting but alas, it can still cause some
problems for aviators. METAR or

The benefits of flying
over the West Coast

Meteorological Aerodrome Reports/
Meteorological Terminal Air Report are
submitted every 30min at Oban
Airport by an official qualified MET
Observer (If available) and after the
MET Office have received at least 3,
will generally produce a TAF or
Terminal Aerodrome Forecast which
will normally last a few hours.
Problem is, the weather here on the

West Coast can change drastically in 5 to
10min so anyone planning a trip needs to
take into account any weather they may
encounter and actions to avoid it. In some
cases, it may require the aircraft to hold
until a heavy shower has passed, or allow
for a divert into another airport. Wind
direction and strength also play a factor
here too because of the mountainous
terrain nearby. Good planning will
overcome most difficulties and for many,
the views and the experience is simply too
good to miss. Its always best to check the
weather before you fly, and make sure you
leave plenty of time for and significant
changes. Check the Airport Webcam and
phone ahead even when you PPR.

The Simulator

X-PLANE 10
Android OS
Lenovo 10” Tablet

Just recently, I have been reading quite a
bit about flight simulators. Not the type
that are employed by airline companies
for the training of flight crews, but those
that can be purchased, or downloaded
for home use. I myself have dabbled in
the use of these and whilst fascinating, I
found the graphics of the airports to be a
bit unrealistic. Well, my research has led
me to believe that little issue has
certainly been looked into and with the
advent of more powerful computing,
they are significantly better. The top
two seem to be Flight Simulator X by
Microsoft , and X-Plane 11. You can
even obtain free ones which will give you
a feel of flying an aircraft and here’s a
remarkable find, you can download a

whole rake of apps for android /ios systems and
some are really very good. I recently acquired XPlane for android and the difficult bit was getting
used to tilting the tablet for up/down and rotating
left/right for turns. Imagine what others are thinking
as they see watch you ‘fly’. Of course aircraft are
not the only section of aviation that is simulated,
airport management, ATC, and even ground
operations. You can also take it to the extreme and
buy actual cockpits to house your PC Simulator.
After speaking to some operational pilots, these
‘sims’ are very accurate and great value. You can
certainly learn some skills.
Check out Sim720 video of Oban Airport
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GbgTWpnMJUE
(think I can see my old car on there)

Radio Frequencies

8.33Khz
Channel
Spacing

To all aircraft operators and
those radio enthusiasts
individuals who possess
scanners to listen in to aircraft,
you will no doubt be aware
that the Channel spacing for
aviation has changed and many
airports are now operating on
a much smaller bandwidth.
Affectionately know as the 8.33
spacing requirements, the
airport radio frequencies for
Oban, Coll and Colonsay

airports have all been changed.
They are now as follows:
Oban - 118.055
Coll - 125.005
Colonsay - 123.805
These will eventually shown in
the UK AIP for each of these
locations but currently they
are listed on a supplement.
Please be advised that these
frequencies are operated by

the Airports during hours of
operation, and aircraft
operators must put out blind
calls on these frequencies
when operating out-of-hours
at these locations. The change
has been made to comply
with instructions from our
regulator and aircraft
operators should have also
made sure their aircraft
radios are compliant.
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TV or Not TV - that is the question!
2018 saw Oban Airport once
again featured on TV in a
Channel 4 documentary which
followed a pilot called Arthur
Williams Flying Across Britain
in a Piper Cub aircraft.
Actually filmed in 2017,
Arthur came to visit Oban
Airport with the film crew
(who came by road) to shoot
some footage of his arrival and
his visit to the area. Arthur
was a wonderful person who
had overcome many
challenges in his life
particularly following his
vehicle accident which now
means he has to use a

wheelchair. I recall when
Arthur landed, it was a bit
windy and with his type of
aircraft, it was a bit ‘bumpy’
however his determination
and skills allowed him to land
safely and considering it was
his first time at Oban Airport,
it was a good landing.

right shots. I was even filmed speaking to Arthur about
the airport as we made our way along the Runway to
inspect it. Must have been hours of footage which I was
worried about because I am definitely not a natural on
TV. After completing all the filming and editing that the
company had to do, I found I was not on the episode but
at least some footage of the airport was used. Guess I will
have to wait a bit longer for my BAFTA…..

The film crew were fascinated
by the location and especially
the way in which the airport
staff carried out FOD cleaning
of the Runway (Foreign
Object Debris) using the FOD
Boss. So much so that we had
to carry out a number of
operations with it to get the

Aircraft Developments
As we all know, there is a
drive and determination to cut
carbon emissions at nearly all
airports around the world. To
make airports less noisy, and
to make more use of
renewables is certainly on the
rise. We hear a lot about the
damage to the environment
caused by aviation and just
recently, I saw an article
where two ladies were trying
to get everyone to stop flying
for a year. The aviation
industry is certainly exploring
all avenues to be better at

protecting the environment and
of course, if it can reduce costs
at the same time… Electricity is
being looked at seriously with
Easy Jet announcing they want
to have a 180 seat electric
aircraft by 2027. Like road
vehicles, electric aircraft already
exist but they are burdened by
limitations. Heavy batteries, and
short durations are currently
only useful for a handful of light
and ultralight aircraft. The
movement is however growing
and there are some very big
players getting involved. NASA

and many other global companies
are already creating prototypes in
a bid to beat each other to the
finish line. Hybrid aircraft are
being discussed as an interim
measure to a fully electric version
and I believe it will happen sooner.
The good thing for some light
aircraft, they can use the existing
airframe so its only the propulsion
that is changing. MagniX of
Australia wants to fly an electric
Cessna 208 Caravan by autumn
2019…. Watch this space

News in Brief
2019 Open Day

The Broken Plane

Improved Comfort

Plastic Problem

The Airport will be hosting an
open day on the 27th July
2019. Details of the event are
yet to be finalized and will
hopefully be published before
Easter. It is our intention to
have just a one day event but
the day will be extended to
allow those who may struggle
to come during normal hours
to visit us and enjoy what’s on
offer. We hope to see a great
deal of you so get it in your
diary.

Many of the visitors who
have been in over the past
few months will have noticed
the aircraft which looks like
its front end has collapsed
over on the western parking
area. This is an Extra 400
and is currently in the
process of being dismantled
and taken back to mainland
Europe. The aircraft ran off
the end of the Runway
earlier this year but nobody
was hurt.

Oban Airport has been given
some new seating for the
terminal as well as the snack
bar area. This has proved
quite popular with most
travelers who will recall the
heavy metal benches and
aluminum chairs and tables in
the snack bar. Why not
come along and visit us or
better still, take a flight to
one of the Islands and sit in
comfort whilst you wait.

Following on from our last
newsletter with regard to
the issue of plastic. Oban
Airport would like to offer
anyone bringing in refillable
water bottles for personal
use, a free top up. The
water is chilled tap water
so just speak to one of our
members of staff for a refill
when you call in.
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This was the Year that Was
As we reach the end of what has
been our 10th anniversary year of
scheduled operations, I would like to
reflect on some of the visitors that
have called in to see us. Many more
have touched down on our Runway
however the images below are just a
selection. There was of course the
occasional mishap but many of the
aircraft seem in the pictures are
returning visitors. We also had to
assist the recovery of a small dog that
had been trapped in a drain on the
shoreline. This lead to me being
named the Dog Whisperer and the
crew as Paw Patrol but the mission
was accomplished.
Earlier in the year we also had a
member of the International Fire

Training Centre (IFTC based in Teeside)
arrive to conduct some low-category
supervisor training with two of our Island
Airport fire team, and 3 of the crews
here at Oban. The training went so well
that we may be looking to run another
course in the near future. We also
conducted some Fire Extinguisher training
as well as a major review of the
continuation training for all our staff
members.
We recruited some new members of staff
who are still completing their Aerodrome
Flight Information Officer (AFISO)
training with our new Senior AFISO Erik.
We hope to complete this early in 2019.
Early in the summer of 2018, we had a
number of weeks where the weather was

nice and sunny and the longest spell
we had for a while. This caused a
bit of concern further south as
many of the water sources were at
very low levels and there was a fear
that it may take time to restore the
levels to normal. I suppose the last
couple of months have allayed that
fear…..
So as we drift off into the sunset of
2018 and move into the next and
last of the teen years this century,
we hope to continue to welcome
visitors old and new to our
wonderful airports of Oban Coll
and Colonsay.
Pics Courtesy of Staff at Oban Airport

2018
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The Communication hotline
Over the past few years we
have been operating most of
our communications through
the VOIP which stands for
Voice Over Internet Protocol
and in many ways its like
skype/Lync etc. using the
internet as a way to contact
each other. These systems are
great value but the down side
is when there are IT
problems, then phones are
affected. Currently when
people phone in to the airport
for PPR (Prior Permission
Request), the call goes to
reception however, if
reception is not staffed or

someone is already on a call it
then diverts to the Crew
Watch Room. When the
watch room phone rings, it
simultaneously rings a mobile
in case the crew are outside. If
answered by the mobile, the
quality of call can at times be
poor. It is our intention to
always try to answer a call
when possible but on many
occasions the person hangs up
or the call is disconnected.
These are problems that we
are trying to improve upon in
the near future however it is
worth remembering that many

calls come into the airport requesting information
about flights and bookings. These should be made by
phoning the Airline NOT the airport as they have a
dedicated number which can be answered at another
location if the Admin/Receptionist is away.

Hebridean Air Services
0845 805 7465
Oban Airport
01631 572910

The Photo Competition
In the last Newsletter we held
a photo competition but
unfortunately we didn’t get
too many entries. Despite that
the photos we did receive
were really good and the
winner was decided by a panel
of judges to be Mr Keith
Blades with the photo
opposite—well done to Keith
and all those that entered as
we send a small gift to all who
took part. The theme was
transport and we feel this was
a worthy winner.

Work Experience
Over the last few months, a
young man by the name of
Cameron Allen has been
taking part in work experience
at the airport. Cameron has a
real interest in aviation and
was thrilled when he heard he
was going to be doing work
experience at the Airport.
Since he has been here, both
crews have worked with him
and his enthusiasm to get
involved has been a real
pleasure to see. Cameron
suffers from a generic Brittle
Bone condition and is mobility

is usually via a specially adapted chair which gets him around easily. With
assistance from his helper Elaine, they have both took part in many of
the airports activities but
due to the Visual Control
Room (VCR-Tower) only
being accessible by stairs
it was going to prove
difficult getting Cameron
up there. As you can see,
nothing stops us from
giving this incredible
young man the
experience he craves and
we hope to continue with
his work experience

Airbridge to the Isles

How well did you do in the last newsletter quiz? The answers are
shown below but for this next quiz you will need to think about
OBAN AIRPORT

North Connel
Argyll
PA37 1SW
Phone: 01631 572910
E-obanairport@argyll-bute.gov.uk

Abbrev

Answer

AFISO
RFFS

Follow us on
the following
social media
sites as well as
our own
Website

VFR
TAF
VCR
RVP
MET

Abbrev

Aerodrome Flight Information Service
Rescue and Fire Fighting Service
Visual Flight Rules

VMC
NDB
DME

Terminal Aerodrome Forecast
Visual Control Room
Rendezvous Point

UAS
SAR
PAPI

Meteorological

CAA

Answer
Visual Meteorological Conditions
Non-Directional Beacon
Distance Measuring Equipment
Unmanned aerial Systems
Search and Rescue
Precision Approach Path Indicators
Civil Aviation Authority

This Editions Quiz
Unscramble the Aircraft Manufacturers names.

Need somewhere
to hold a meeting
up to 10 people?
Need some Fire
Extinguisher,
Responsible Person
Training or
Bespoke Fire
Training?
Want to do some
filming
Why not call us to
discuss these needs
today?

NIGBEO

STUPILA

RREMBAE

HKEAWR

SUBRIA

RCFTAEEBHC

LDUTSAAS

DNOEIRR

REPPI

UISRCR

ORKSIYSK

HCOEKDEL

SNACES

BAERRMDBOI

GAOIIGP

VTOANON

And Finally
The Newsletter has been produced to keep people informed about the airports and aviation in general. It has been produced using pictures and logos that are either freely distributable or with the
owners permission. Readers may submit articles to the editor as long as they meet these principles.
The information contained within is current as of the date it was published. Some of the articles may
include opinions that belong to its author and may not necessarily reflect the full opinions of any
organization. We hope you enjoy this and please feel free to get in touch with any comments or
items for inclusion in next newsletter.

